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j Cc A R CE any 0 one can write 
with ſo peryicions a Deſign, 
but others either through 
Ignorance or eArtifice will 
maintain the Innocence of 
it: Even this Author has 


had the g000 Fortune to meet with ſuch 


Advocates among the Profeſſors at leaſt, it 
not the cordial Friends of Chriſtianity; 
notwithſtanding, his late Performance will 


appear to any one, who rightly apprehends 


the Deſign of it, as it requires no great 


1 Subrlery t to do, to be calculated to ſubvert 
the Baſis of our Religion. 


IN one half of his Book he contends 
againſt a literal Interpretation of Scripture, 
and having ſubſtituted an Alegorical R can 


ing in . Room of it, after war ds, by idle 


338 Stories 


- 
: 


2 


Stories and i wudent Compariſons unt 
to be ed. expoſes the Bear of l 


own Invention, 2. 39. Ne teils us, The 
4 Proofs taken_6ur of the Old, and urg' d 
in the New Teſtament, being not to be 
found in the Old, or not urg'd in the 
“ New, according, to the literal and obvi- 
2 ous Senſe, Which they ſeem to bear in 
* their ſuppos'd Places in the Old, are 
© therefore not Proofs opp to ſeho- 
* laſtick Rules; and again, p. 270, That 
« the whole Goſpel is every Reſpect 
« founded on Type aud eAllegory, chat d the 
« Apoſtles in moſt, if not all Caſes, rea- 
« ſon'd Typicall and Alle gorically :” : 4 
vefy innocent Tenet this no Doubt, an 
the Author a very godd and 3 — 
Man, chargeable wich no gros Immorality, 
as he 1s repfefented by many A 
who know but little of him. 
Mx. Mhiſton has given him a quite 


different Character, (if Mr. Collins be the 


Author, as the World imagines) which I 
ſhall here inſert, only premiſing that tis 
founded on a perſonal and intimate Know- 
ledge of the Man. Mr. Anthony Collint, 
„ fays he, is a Gentleman, who has many 
& Years taken 1 Care not to 
6! be 2 of ieving ſo IR as the 


= 1 


. 1 — — 8 — — - * 1 — 
e Records. rand the Jevriſh 


« Apoſtles 


| nd Chai iſtian fo pr p. 16. 


7 © 

< Apoſtles Creed, or the Books of either 
„ the Old or the New Teftament, wor in- 
« 'deed any Divine Providence at all: Yet 
« does he claim a Right to be admitted to 
take an Oath upon the Bible, and to re- 
« ceive the Holy Communion it ſelf ; and 
he is at this Day admitted to do both, 
«© and in Vertue thereof is in Commiſſiom 
of the Peace, as a good Church -man, 
« 7. e. notwithſtanding his open and pro- 
« feſs*d Infidelity, he ventures in the moſt 
“ ſolemn Manner to declare his unfeigned 
„ Acktrowledgment of the Divine Provi- 
& dence, of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
« Religion, and of the Books of Holy 
* Scripture, that is poſſible to be done 
N22 HH HR 
ZSvcn is the doughty Adverfary of our 
wo And *tis ſome Conſolation to 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, that Men muſt be 
firſt cortupt in their Manners, and defe- 
Qive in Pomts of Morality, before they can 
commence downtight ,s. | 


x, 3801 be (1 . 
Concerning f thoſe Prophecies which | Are 
deem d Allegorical : Whether | they 
bave been truly fulflPd or mo? ? 


N the firſt: Place, it may be ſafely. gran- 
ted, that ſeveral of the Prophecies de- 
liver'd in the Old Teſtament, and in the 
New apply'd to our Lord; were literally 
fulfil'd in other Perſons: But then a Di- 
ſtinction muſt be made between the Sub- 
jet. Matter of a Prophecy's being true of 
a Man, and its being ſpoken with a parti- 
cular, Regard to him, i. e. in other Words, 
the Purport of it may truly and literally be 
predicated of another Perſon, than *twas 
originally deſign'd to characterize: Thus 
as to what was foretold of Chriſt, that he 
ſhould ride upq#- an Aſs to Jeruſalem, 
'twas impoſſible; but tha ſo familiar a 
Matter ſhould be verify'd ia thouſands of 
People as wellas, mim 

IN the next Place, f may truly be at- 
firm'd, that a Prophecy may have a viſible 
Relation to one Thing, and yet * . X 
- wn. u 


(4) 
falt and ultimate Completion in another: 
- Thus the Words of Haſea, ch. ii. r. might 
de ſpoken partly with Regard to the Co- 
ming of the Iſraelites out f Ace, and 
yet be more ſignally fulfill'd in the Return 
of our Lord from thence: No Sceptick will 
deny our Lord to have been in Egypt, and 
to have come back again, and there- 
fore the Prophecy is true of him; and then 
in the next Place, that twas originally 
ſpoken- with ſome Reſpect to him, I am 
fully convinc'd, becauſe I find it ſo en 
by one aſſiſted by the ſame Spirit as tt 
3 | | of YET! 10 SUE 
Tu Holy Spirit of God is the beſt Ex- 
poſitor of his on Words, and the moſt 
| _ to determine the true and full 
Meaning of them; and tis very preſump- 
tuous in weak ſhort- ſighted Man, to gain- 
ay rhe Interpretation he puts upon his owa 
Divine Truths, either immediately, or by 
the Mouth of thoſe whom he has delega- 
ted, and ſent with autlientick Credentials 
to tliat Puspoſeoe ! % 1 50) 
- Every Prophecy is to be underſtood in 
the ſame Latitude and comprehenſive Senſe 
as God intended it; and it depending up- 
on the Determinations of the divine Mind, 
whether it ſhall relate only to one Man or 
Matter e of - others, or in com- 
mon to many, Hie is the only proper Judge 
when it io MI ae 2 J 1 
8 N Tas 
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Infiaoece, which I choale: the rather, be- 


O80 
Ius Sentences of Scripture arc big with 
nner Truths ; a great deal ãs couch d un- 
der 2 few Words, and if a Propheey was 
deſign d any» Way 10 relate to a diſtant E- 

vent, the Aſpett it may have to ſome nęar- 

er Matter does not evacuate the Relation 

it has to the b her. 
-27 Jorskxv E farther tharallehe old Prop he- 
dies are not only apply'd in che Golpel a- 


gy y to the Intention of the Prophets, 
tlalſe in ſuch 43 Manner, as the Words 
2 


[Fhemſelves, according to the common Rules 


e Interpretayon. wil bear; © that a Di- 
ſtinction may be made between an Allego- 


rica} and a Secondary Completion. of rhem. 
This Opinion has ſomething of Novelty in 
it, but, with Submiſſion do more critical 
it as faunded in the Reaſon of 

| mor does that ſeem to be an 


oath po Le See ng 


Auſe it is the moſt liable tu Obzeftion : 


bers is no Allegory in the Hords f Ho- 
Jen gloveciteu, as ah d by St. AMatthene, 
ch. i. 22. Out. of Egvpt . called; my 


an TL 


(9) 7 
For twas not only uſual for the Pro- 
phets to repreſent a Thing as already paſt, 
which was then future, but as it was 
that ſpake by their Mouths, whoſe Eterni- 
ty is of ſo myſterious a Nature, that what 
is ſtill in fier: with regard to Man, may be 
ſaid' to have exited with regard to him, he 
may with a peculiar Elegancy, as well as 
Propricty, exprefs himſelf in this Figura- 
tive Manner. IT 3) POL 1: 
Non ſhall we deviate more from the 
Letter of the Words, if we thus change the 
Tenſe, the perfect into the future, to ap- 
ply them to the Coming of our Sauiour 
oat of Egypt; than if we change the Num- 
ber, the ſingular, Son, into the plural, 
Sons, to make them applicable to the Re- 
turn of the Iſraelites from thence, _ 
Ax tho we ought not to be too inqui- 
ſitive into the Reaſons of Providence, yet 
ſome Account may be given, why, out of 
the many Prophecies concerning our Savi- 
our, ſome are capable of ſuch different ap- 
plications; for if all the Things foreto 
of him, had been of an uncommon Nature, 
and appropriate only to him; the Eviden- 
| ces of his being the Meſtas would have 
been too glaring ; and what God in his in- 
finite Wiſdom had pre-determin'd, that he 
ſhould be a Man of Sorrow and acquainted 
with Grief, that he ſhould” be reviPd, &c. 
would have been prevented, unleſs on 
y 3 25S - ad 


Son. 


( 10.) 

had blinded the Eyes of the Jews, and 
hardned their Hearts by a Power inconſi- 
ſtent with the Freedom of Man's Will : 
For how inconceivable is it, without ſuch 
a particular Interpoſition of Providence, 
that they could have treated him with ſo 
much Acrimony and Contempt, if he' had 
come with ſo many viſible Signatures of 
the Meſſias, whom they earneſty expected 
and long'd for. * 

WAIEREAS ſome Parts of his Character 
correſponding with other People, as well 
as with him, the Counſel of God above- 


mention*d was in leſs Danger of being fru- 


ſtrated; and yet the Evidences of his Meſ- 


fras-ſhip are {uſſiciently plain, every Thing 


that was ſaid of the Meſſtas. concentring 
in him; for the Truth of which I dare 
even appeal to Mr. C-—- himſelf, who no 
where affirms that any one Part of. the 
Character of the Meſſias is unanſwer'd by 


him. 


em. 


— — 


* 7 wot that through Ignorance ye did it, as did alſo your Rulers, 
Acts iii. 17. Had they known it, they would not have crucify'd, 
the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. | 
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Concerning the Evidence. arifſms from the 
| Completion of the Prophecies deem'd 
Allegorical for the Truth of Chri- 


 Ranity. 


1UPPOSING: the Prophecies deliver'd 
in the Old Teſtament, to have been 
fulfill'd in our Saviour only in an Allegori- 
cal Way, ſuch a Completion of them could 
not have been without its proper Weight, 
when the Goſpel: was firſt promulgated ; 
becauſe however odd ſuch Reaſonings may 
appear to us, they were mightily in Vogue 
at that Time, and Men are to be convinc'd 
in their own Way. F 7 
I wiLL not diſpute with Mr. C---- whe- 
ther Allegory was not as much in uſe among 
the Heaters, as among the Jews, nor. do 
I envy him the pompous Shew of Reading, 
which he makes, to evince a Point ſo re- 
mote from his Purpoſe, and indeed detri- 
mental to his main Deſign; for the more 
it was in uſe among either, the more like- 
ly they were to be convinc'd by it; I only 
wonder he could fo ſlightly rub over that 
es conſide- 


(13 ) 

conſiderable Objection, which he is aware 
lies againſt him: “ It may be objected, 
« fays he, from divers learned Authors, 
4“ to what I have advancY,: that Chriſti- 
« anity is not founded on the Prophetical 
4 or other Quotations made from the Old 
“ in the New Teſtament, but that thoſe 
« Quotations being eAlleporically apply'd 
6, by the Authors of the New Teſtament 
« are only Arguments ad Haminem, to 
« convince the Jews of the Truth of 
„ Chriſtianity, who allow?'d ſuch a Method 
« of arguing to be valid, and are not Argu* 
« ments to the reſt of Mankind, . 79. 
ITE learned Authors, whoever they are, 
whom he means, will 1 dare fay,” if con- 
ſulted, inform him, that he has either un- 
fairly propos d the Objection, or but weak- 
ly anfwer'd it: Theſe Alle gorical Reaſon- 
ings were deſign'd as Proofs ad Hominem, 
principally perhaps to the Jews, but not 
{o, as entirely to exclude the Gentiles. 
And if either the one or the other were 
likely to receive any Degree of Conviction 
from them, this will vindicate the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts in the uſe of them; and 
Mr. C---- muſt bluſh when he reflects 
that he has not ſo much as offer'd to diſ- 
prove that which ſhould have been the 
whole Scope of his Anſwer to the Objecti- 
on which lies againſt him. 


0 * 1 * : Ll 
ne 


n 
Art that is any ways pertinent in this 
long Chapter is this. 
© Fur Authors of the Books of * 
* New "Teſtament always argue abſolutely 
& from the 828 "hey make out of 
«the Books of the Old Teftament; Moſes 
and the Prop te are every where re 
« ſented to be a juſt Foundation for Chri- 
4. ait), and Pas] exprefbly ſays, that the 
«© Go ipel which was kept ſecret ſince the 
« 'World began, was now made tanifeſt by 
« the Seriptures of the Prophets, wlierein 
« rhar Goſpel was ſecretly contain'd 76 all 
« Nations, by the Means of the Preach - 
« ers f the © oſpel, who gave the ſecret 
| * or e Senſe of tlioſe Seriptures. 
Me. 5 
r. Coons mut exe me, if 1 cal 
this ; P wh om Falfhood ; Moſes and = 
Prophets are a juſt, tho” by the bye, not 
the /ole Foundation of Chriſtianity: but 
then this is to be underſtood of the whole 
complex Body or Syſtem of their Writings, 
and not ſingly of thoſe which Mr. C---- is 
confinꝰd to tlie Conſideration of, viz. thoſe 
which the Apoſttes reaſon Allegorically from. 
Nor can the Words of St. Paul be reſtrair'd 
to ſuch Prophecics as the Preachers of the 
Goſpel gave the ſecret or ſpiritual Senſe of; 
and I challenge this Author to aſſign one 
ſingle Inſtance in the whole New Teſta- 
ment, where the Accompliſhment of ſuch 
| Prophecies 


('14:). 
Prophecies is inſiſted, on as an! abſolute 
Proof of Chriſtianity. /, ' _ +, 
THERE is a large Diverſity in the De- 
grees of Evidence, every Argument has 
not the Nature of a Demonſtration, and 
ſo far is it from being a rational Objection 
againſt the Evangelical Writers; that they 
inſiſted on ſome Proofs, which are not 
abſolutely convincing, that it would have 
been a culpable Omiſſion, if they had 
paſs'd by one, that carries any the leaſt De- 
gree of Evidence along with it, or is any 
Ways likely to make ſo much as a ſingle 
Proſelyte. L Str ed AN 7 
I uus add that tho” a ſingle Argument 
of this Kind may have but little Force, 
yet where there is a large Combination of 
them, to eſtabliſh the ſame Point, they mu- 
tually ſtrengthen each other, ſo that the 
joint Evidence ariſing from the whole, is 
a reaſonable Ground of Conviction, and 
falls but little ſhort of a Demonſtration; 
nor humanly ſpeaking is it credible, that 
ſo wonderful a Variety of probable Cir- 
cumſtances could concur to point out Je- 
fas for the Meſſias, if in Truth he was not 
the Perſon. 1 AT 
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Ep | 
. * 
- 
| + v 


CHAP. 


GR A PV; 


That there are other Prophecies in Proof 
of Chriſtianity, beſide thoſe which are 
call d Allegorical ones. ; 


5 IS the fallacious Deſign of Mr. C- 
to perſwade his Readers, that all 
the Proofs of Chriſtianity from the Old 
Teſtament are eAllegorical., On the eon- 
trary *tis plain that ſome of the antient 
Prophecies are literally fulfill'd in our Lord, 
and'in no other Perſon. Out of the many 
that might be enumerated to this Purpoſe, 
I ſhall particularly inſiſt on the four follow- 
ing, the three firſt of which Mr. C has 
not thought fit to exercile his eAllegorizing 
Faculty upon, nor ſo much as mention'd. 
THz firſt is that remarkable Paſſage in 
Ha ch. xxxv. 5, 6. Then the Eyes of the 
lind ſhall be opened, and the Ears of the- 
deaf ſhall be unſjopped. Then ſhall the 
lame Man leap as an Hart, and the Tongue 
of the dumb ſhall ſing. Why was this Pro- 
phecy unworthy the Notice of Mr. C---- ? 
Why did he not particularly mention the 
Perſon it was primarily fulfill'd in, and 
ſhew how it related to our Lord only in a 
« {econdary 


CES .- 
ſecondary Way ? No, the Difficulty was 
too great. He durſt not ng held 
as he is, but is forc'd into a Confeffion, 
which utterly ruins his darling Scheme. 
By the Way, this is the moſt "conſiderable 
Place where the Miracles of gur, Lord are 
 foretold; and Mr. acknowledges, p. 7 | 

phe 
er 


That thoſe Miracles were pro 
* of in the Old Teſtament, like the | 
“ Matters of the Goſpel.” How ! were 
the Miracles wrought by our Lord prophe- 
ſy'd of? A. notable Confeſſion this! We 
have thenſome few Prophecies at leaſt, and 
let me add, thoſe very conſiderable ones 
too, confeſſedly relating to our Lord, and 
accomplifiyd in none hut him. 

\ AND this is enough to ſatisfy every mo- 
deſt Believer; What tho? ſome Prophecies 
are apply d to our Lord ſeemingly beſide 
their firſt Intention? If there are others 
particularly ſetting forth the Miracles to be 
wrought by. him, which we have a compe- 
tent Aſſurance he punctually fulflPd, this 
is enough to keep us ſteady in the Profeſſi- 
on of Chriſtianity. x #3 Va 
- AGAIN we muſt - violently wreſt the 
Prophecy, P/a-xvi- 10. to apply it other- 
wiſe than to our Lord's Reſurrection. St. 
Peter argues demonſtratively that, literal 
ly. underſtood, it could have no relation 
ax, all to the Pſalmift; Let me freely ſpeak 


unto you of the Patriarch David, that he 


is 


( 17 
ic bath dead and buried, and his Sepalchre 
is with us unto this Day. Therefore be- 
ing a Prophet, &c. he ſpake of the Reſurre- 
ftion of Chriſt, that his Soul was not left 
in Hell, neither his Fleſh did ſee Corrup- 
tion. | 21%, 
_ AccorpincLy we have the Matter of 
our Lord's Reſurrection aſcertain'd to us, 
by the authentick Teſtimony of thoſe, who 
law and convers'd with him, after he was 
riſen, which Teſtimony they bore unto the 
Death; and even the moſt incredulous of 
them, one who ſuſpended his Belief, till a 
Miracle remov'd the Scruple he was under, 
ſeal'd it with his Blood. 
A THD Prophecy is that of Micab, 
v. 2. But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, % 
thou be little among the Thouſands of Judah, 
yet out of thee your come forth unto me, 
that is to be Ruler in Iſrael, -zvhoſe Goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlaſt- 
ing. This the Jews, aſſembled in Coun- 
cil before Herod, interpreted as relating to 
the Meſſias, Matt. ii. 6. and many later 
Jew ſo irreſiſtible is the Force of Truth, 

ave been oblig'd to make the ſame Appli- 
cation of it. . | 

Now the Jetoiſh Polity having been long 

diſſolv'd, and Bethlehem Judah depopula- 
ted, as the antient eApologi/ts tor Chriſti- 


— 


o Pocock in Locum. 


C anity 


(18) OY 
anity well argued, it 2 follows, 
that either this Prophecy was falſe, or elſe 
ſpoken with Relation to, and verify'd in 
our Lord; the Reaſon of which is very 
plain, becauſe none but He, of all the Jew- 
iſb Rulers was born there. 

Bes1Dptzihe and only he, who was in the 
Beginning with God, could anſwer the ſub- 
lime Character of the Perſon here inten- 
ded : Of whom elſe can it be {aid with any 
tolerable Propriety of Speech, that his 
3 forth have been from of old, from 
everlaſting ? 
TRE fourth and laſt Prophecy is that of 
1/aiah vii. 10. and following Verſes, which 
I ſhall here recite at large. F 

Moreover the Lord ſpake again unto A- 
haz, ſaying, | 5 
AsSk thee a Sigu of the Lord thy God, ask 
it either in the Depth or in the Height 
above. | 
But Ahaz ſaid, I will not ask, neither 
will I tempt the Lord. 

And he ſaid, bear 755 noto, O Houſe of 
David, Is it a ſmall Thing for you to wea- 
ry Men, but will ye weary my God alſo? 

Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall give you 
a Sign, behold a Virgin ſhall conceive and 
bear a Son, and ſhall call hi Name Imma- 
nuel. 

Butter and Honey ſhall he eat, that he 
may know to refuſe the Evil and chooſe the 
Good. 1 

| or 


* 


* 


Rings. 


(190 
For before the Child ſhall know to refuſe 
the Evil and chooſe the Good, the Land that 
thou abhorreſt ſhall be forſaken of both her 
His St. Matthew applies to the Con- 
ception of the Virgin Mar), and the Nati- 
vity of our Lord. On the contrary our mo- 
deſt Correcter of the inſpir'd Writings, con- 
tends it is applicable only to the Birth of 
the Prophet's own Child in the Time of 
eAhaz King of Judah, p. 41. In Oppoli- 
tion to which Interpretation, and the Ar- 
guments produc'd by him to ſupport it, I 
Offer the following Conſiderations. 
Firſt, Tax original Word is rightly tran- 
ſlated Virgin, and will bear no other Con- 
ſtruction; 10 Calvin, Junius, Piſcator, 
Lightfoot, Whitby, and all our celebrated 
aſters of the Hebrew Tongue underſtand 
it; they are unanimous, that tis deriv'd 
from a Radix which ſignifies to hide or co- . 
ver; as *twas cuſtomary in the Eaſtern 


Countries for Virgins to be ſhut up and | 


debarr'd the Converſation of Men, 2 Mac. 


111. 19. 


Ano *tis of conſiderable Weight, that 
the Seventy, long enough before St. Mat- 
thew wrote his Goſpel, rendred it xe, 
which as fully denotes 4 Female that never 
had any carzal Commerce with the other 
Sex, as a Virgin 1n our Language does. 

Secondly, 'T'xe Child was to be call'd I- 


manuel, God with us, which was too grand 


G2 a Name 


| # ( 2 0 ) 
a Name for the Prophet's own Child, or 
any other that was mere Man ; according- 
ly we find in the next Chapter that God 
order'd him another Name, and of a diffe- 
rent Import. #: | 
AN if it be faid, that neither was our 

Lord call'd Immanuel but Jeſus, tis eaſy 
to reply, theſe two Names differ more in 
Sound than in Signification ; for the bleſſed 
9% us was Immanuel, and was Jeſus only 

y being Immanuel, i. e. by taking the Man- 
hood into God, and Aeli among us. 
Thirdly, Tais Promiſe is intended as a 
Sign or a Miracle, and introduc'd with the 
Term Bebold, which is expreſſive of So- 
lemnity, and us'd to excite Attention to 
ſomething wonderful that is going to be 
ſpoken; but where is the great Wonder of 
a Jung Woman's being with Child after the 
ordinary Manner? This is to evacuate the 
Miracle, and explain away the Prodigy that 
was certainly intended; but the Plea is, twas 
declar'd, that it would be a Male-Child: 
And what then? Where is the great Signi- 
ficancy of this? How unlikely was it, 
that the Prophet ſhould gain Credit by ſo 
trivial a Prediction? This could be no 
Sign till the Child was born, and even then 
it might be deem'd rather a lucky Gueſs, 
than the Reſult of a certain Preſcience: 
It could give no immediate Conſolation to 
eAhaz, as was intended, nor divert him 
from ſending tor Succours from eAfſyria, 
VE which 
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which the Prophet was diſſwading him 
againſt: The Mother was not as yet with 
Child, and Jeruſalem might have been ta- 
ken, and the King's Family deſtroy'd, be- 
fore ſhe could be deliver'd, or the Sign ac- 
compliſh'd. | x 
Fourthly, T a0” our Saviour was not born 
till ſeven hundred Years afterwards, yet, 
ſuppoſing this Promiſe to relate to him, it 
might be a Sign to has: "Twas fuch a 
Sign, as might naturally effect what it was 
deſign'd for, namely, to raiſe the drooping 
Spirits of eAhaz and his People: Long be- 
fore this Time they had the Promiſe of a 
Meſſias, and the Prophet, by reminding 
them of this Promiſe, ſuggeſted that they 
were God's peculiar People; from whence 
they might naturally infer, that truſting 
in him, they need not fear what Man could 
do unto them. Twas as if the Prophet rea- 
ſon'd 2 majori ad minus; for God having 
. graciouſly promis'd them the Meſſias, what 
might they not expect? What need had 
they to fear, that ſo good a Friend would 
leave or forſake them intheir preſentDiſtreſs? 
- Bes1pes, the Meſſias being to ſpring 
from the Houſe of David, and to inherit 
the Throne of his Father David, the Pre- 
ſervation of that Family, and of the Kings 
dom in that Family was neceſſary to the 
Accompliſhment of God's Promiſe ; and ſo 
this was. a good Sign to, and proper to 
convince eAhaz, that he need not fear * 
8 the 
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the Confederates had threatned, vis. that 


they would ruin the City Jeruſalem, take. 
away his Crown, and ſet up a new im 


over Judah, the Sox of Tabeal. 

I osserve Laſtly, that tho* the Child 
promis'd in the fourteenth Verſe muſt be 
meant our Saviour, for the Reaſons above- 
mention'd, yet there is no Neceſſity to un- 
derſtand the ſixteenth Verſe as relating to 
him, but a Child indefinitely may be meant; 
nor will this deſtroy the Coherence of the 
Paſſage, as appears from the following Pa- 
raphraſe. | 

Therefore, ſince ye refuſe to ask a Sign, 


whereby you may be convinc'd that God 


will deliver you out of your preſent Dan- 
gers, the Lord himſelf” will give you a Sign 
unask'd, Behold a Virgin ſhall conceive and 
bear a Son, and hall call his Name Im- 
manuel: Butter and Honey, &c. You know 
he has been promis'd already, and if you be- 
heve the Scripture, you muſt acknowledge 
that the Sceptre cannot either now or here- 
after depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver 
from between his Feet, but that the Seed 
of David will continue upon his Throne, 
until Shiloh this Immanuel come ; for, or 
rather yea, before a Child, or in leſs Time 
than a Child, a new-born Babe ſhall not 


how to refuſe the Evil and chooſe the 


Good, i. e. before three or four Years are 
expir'd, the Land which thou abhorreſt ſhall 


be forſaken of both her Rings: So far ſhall 


they 


) 


) 


„ 
they be from depriving thee of o7 Crown, 
as they threaten, that they ſhall loſe their 


own, and their Lives too, in ſo ſhort a 


THERE 1s no Force put upon the Words 
in this Interpretation; the Senſe is preſery'd, 
the Connection is plain, and *tis impoſſible 
they could be true if otherwiſe interpreted. 

Ueon the whole we may conclude tis 
moſt unwarrantably aſſerted by this Author, 
That the whole Goſpel is in every Reſpeci 


founded on 'Type and eAllegory, and thefe 


few Inſtances are ſufficient to evince the 
contrary. 
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CHA A 
Miracles conſider d as a Proof of Cbri 
ſtrantty. 


Y Miracles I underſtand certain ſur- 
priſing Facts above or contrary to the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature, ſeveral of which 
Kind of Facts were done by our Lord. 


The Account which he himſelf gave of. 


his mighty Operations to St. John Baptiſt, 
is, The Blind receive their Sight, and the 
Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, and 
the Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed up, 
Matt. xi. 5. Wo | 

T uE Patrons of Chriſtianity have ſtrong- 
ly argued from theſe Miracles in Defence of 
ns it, 


„ 
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it, and therefore Mr. C. has taken no 
ſmall Pains to depreciate the Evidence ari- 
ſing from them. P. 31. He ſays, If the 
fProofs for Chriſtianity from the Old Te- 
* ſtament be not valid, if the Arguments 
founded on thoſe Books be not conclu- 
* ſive, and the Prophecies cited fromthence 
be not fulfill'd, then has Chriſtianity no 
* juſt Foundation; for the Foundation on 
*< which Jeſus and his Apoſtles built it, is 
then invalid and falſe: Nor can the Mi- 
racles ſaid to be wrought by Jeſus and 
his Apoſtles in behalf of Chriſtianity 
* avail any thing in the Caſe; for Mira- 
* cles can never render a Foundation valid, 
« which in itſelf is invalid, can never make 
« a falſe Inference true, can never make 
_ © a Prophecy. fulfilPd which is not fulfill'd. 
Again, f. 37. Miracles vue Je- 
« ſus are according to the Goſpel-Scheme 
* no abſolute Proots of his being the Meſſi- 
«as, or of the Truth of Chriſtianity ; 
„ thoſe Miracles were prophecy'd of in 
© the Old Teſtament, like the other Mat- 
«© ters of the Goſpel; and therefore they 
gare no otherwile to be conſider'd as 
« Proots of thoſe Points, than as fulfilling 
the Sayings in the Old Teſtament, like 
other Goſpel-Matters and Events, or (as 
a Boylean Lecturer well expreſſes it) as 
comprehended in, and exactly conſonant 
to the Prophecies concerning the Mie ſſi- 
* as: In that Senſe they are good TR 
| | an 
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and in that Senſe only; for, as I have 
before obſerv'd, if Jeſur is not the Per- 
4 ſon propheſy'd of as the Meſſias in the 
_ © Old Teſtament, his Miracles will not 

prove him to be fo, nor prove his divine 
« Miſhon.” e e eee OSCAR 
In theſe and other Paſſages to the ſame 
Purpoſe, he makes light of the Miracles of 
our Lord, and the Evidence ariſing from 
them in favour of Chriſtianity. Now it 
muſt be confeſs d, they are in themſelves 
no abſolute Proofs of his being the Meſſiac, 
nor would the Jeros have been under any 
Obligation to receive him as ſuch, if he 
had not fully anſwer'd the true Character 
of that Perſon: But we contend, and are 
ready to prove it, whenever any Excep- 
tion ſhall be made, that he has anſwer'd it 
to a Tittle, and farther, that the Perfor- 


__ - mance of thoſe Miracles is the moſt confi- 


dergble and diſtinguiſhing Part of his Cha- 
racer. 8 aaa g ; | pn $3 S&% 
Tux Jews were under great Expecta- 
tions of ſuch mighty Works to be done by 
him, and therefore upon ſeeing what our 
Lord did, they cry*d'out, This is of a Truth 
that Prophet that ſhould come into the 
World, John vi. 14. and upon another Oc- 
caſion, When Chriſt cometh, will he do more 
Miracles than theſe, which this Man has 
done? ch. vii. 31. Which Paſſages being ſo 
plain, and fo many others occurring to the 
ame Purpoſe, *tis Matter of Wonder * | 
bi ? D r. 
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Mr. C could blunder out that notorious 
Falſhood, . 34. The Jews were not in 
* the leaſt diſpos'd to take Jeſus for the 
© Meſſias on account of his Miracles.“ 
which every Plough-mazy that has but read 
his Bible can convict him of. 
Nox is it ſuppoſable that the Jews could 
have withſtood ſo bright an Evidence as 
this, if to bring about the wiſe Deſigns of 
Providence, concerning his Death and Suf- 
ferings, they had not been under the ſtrong- 
eſt Expectations of a Meſſias, that would 
be a temporal Prince, and therefore preju- 
dic'd againſt one that appear'd in ſo hum- 
ble a State, and without any the leaſt Af. 
fectation of Grandeur and Popularity. Nay, 
even under this Diſadvantage, ſo convin- 
cing a Proof of his Meſſkas-ſhip were the 
Miracles he did, that he was forc'd to re- 
tire a while out of the View of the People, 
Jeſt they ſhould come and take him by Force 
to make him a Ming, John vii. 15. 
An this will furniſh us with an Anſwer 
to what Mr. C---- largely inſiſts on, that 
the Jetos did nor receive him as the Meſſias; 
for *twas his Deſign, conformably to the 
determinate Counſel of his Father, not to 
be ſo receiv'd, but to be rejected and lain 
ee R e 
 BesIpts, by what Rules of Logick can 
the Deluſions of that People, and their 
Miſ-interpretations of Scripture be urg'd 
as an Argument in this Caſe ? What t 1 
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all the Jews and Mr. C too will not al- 
low our Lord to be the promis'd _ 
does this prove that he is not ſo ? Nothing 
can be more plain than the Scriptures, 
which foretold of Chriſt's Coming in a 
State of Humiliation; and if the * ex- 

Y 


pected a temporal Prince, this only ſhews, 
that they miſtook the Nature of his King- 


dom, and dream'd of a temporal when on- 


ly a ſpiritual Deliverer was intended. 

Bur ſuppoſing our Lord not to have been 
the Meſſiasof the Fews, upon what Grounds 
is it that Mr. C ſo peremptorily aſſerts, 
that his Miracles do not prove his divine 
Miſſion ? This is a Matter of a diſtin Con- 
ſideration from the former; and Mr. C 
himſelf acknowledges, © That God can ne- 
ver be ſuppos'd often to permit Miracles 
* to be done for the Confirmation of a 
* falſe or pretended Miſſion, p. 32.” To 
which I ſhall only add, that we may reaſon- 
ably preſume, he never will permit it at 
all, unleſs in ſuch a Caſe as that of Janne 
and Jambres, where a” was ready t0 
diſcredit them by a viſib 
Power: In all other poſſible Caſes, an Abi- 
lity to work Miracles is an abſolute Proof 
of a divine Miſſion. 

Bis Hor Stilling fleet, tis true, and other 


learned Divines have been of a different 


Opinion: But with all due Deference to fo 
reat Authorities, they ſeem to derogate 
from the Goodneſs and Veracity of God; 
D 2 who 


e Superiority of 


„ 
who cannot, conſiſtently with theſe his ne- 
ceſſary and eſſential | Attributes, counte- 
nance an Impoſture, by giving it as incon- 
teſtable a Sanction, as perhaps ?tis poſſible 
for him, with all his Omnipotence, to give 
the moit divine Truth... _ p 

As to that Paſſage in the Old Teſtament, 
If there ariſe among you a Prophet, or a 
Dreamer ef Dreams, and giveth thee a Sign 
or a Wonder, and the Sign or the Wonder 
come to paſs, whereof he ſpake unta thee, 
ſaying, Let us go after other Gods (which 
-fow haſt not known) and let us ſerve them; 
Thou (halt not hearken unto the Wards of 
that Prophet, or that Dreamer of Dreams. 
Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3. And that in the New 
Teſtament, Mat. xxiv. 24. There ſhall ariſe 
falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, and ſhall 
ſhew great Signs and Wonders, | inſomuch 
that (if it were: poſſible) they ſhall deceive 
the very Elect. It cannot be inferr'd from 
theſe Paſſages, that true Miracles may be 
perform'd by falſe Prophets; the former, 
which is the more plauſible, ſpeaks only. of 
ſuch a Sign or Wonder, i. e. a ſtrange Pre- 
diction, as ſhall come to paſs, and a ſingle 
Inſtance of this Kind may poſſibly happen, 


tho' the Prophet had no Revelation of the 


Matter from God, and no certain Preſcience 
of the Event. N 9 

BuT what if we allow that real Miracles 
are here intended? Will it bea forc'd Con- 
ſtruction of the Words, to underſtand _ 
| only 


(29): 
only as a cautionary Precept? And conſi- 
dering the Temper of the Jews, might it 
not. anſwer ſome wiſe Deſign of Provi- 
dence," to forewarn them, never to be ſe-« 
duc'd into Idolatry, no, not ſuppoſing Mi- 
racles ſhould he perform'd to incline em to 
it; tho? ſuch a Caſe cannot in the Nature of 
the Thing poſſibly happen, but under ſuch 
a Limitation as that above-mention'd. 
Tas only upon this Account, to caution 
them not to be ſedue d upon any the moſt 
plauſible Pretences, that St. Paul tells the 
Galatians, ch. i. 8. Tho? we, or an eAngel 

From Heaven, preach any other Goſpel to 
you, than that which wwe. have preach'd, 
let him be accurſed: For *twould be too ſe- 
vere a;Trial of Mens Faith, ſuch as a gra- 
cious God neither will nor can bring them 
under, if one of the Hoſt of Heaven 
ſhould in Fact be detach'd from thence, to 
preach a falſe Goſpel, eſpecially at this Di- 
{tance of Time from the Apoſtolical Age. 
Tis natural for us to be moſt affected by 
what we ſee with our own Eyes, and if a 
new Goſpel ſhould come atteſted by. the 
Hand and Seal of God, this would too 
{ſtrongly incline us to ſulpe&t the Grounds 
of our preſent Creed, and to apoſtatize 
from it, eſpecially if it ſhould appear in it 
ſelf no ways repugnant to the Reaſon of 
our Minds; and ' tis poſſible it might be ſo 
fram' d, and yet in ſome Reſpects be incon- 
ſiſtent with the Diſpenſation of MO. 
is 


WE (30) 
- *Fis remarkable farther, that beſide — 
ner and Jambres, which has already heen 
accounted for, no one in Fact was ever able 
to perform a Miracle to ſupport the Credit 
of an Impoſture; Simon M. Doſitheus, and 
the other falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets 
foretold of by our Saviour in the above- 
cited Paſſage of St. Matthew, of whom Jo- 
fephus and Church-Hiſtorians have given 
large Accounts, in none of their Works 
tranſcended the Power of Nature, and all 
the Credit they had, was gain'd by the De- 
ception of the too credulous -Multitude. 
'Uron the whole we may conclude, the 
Miracles of our Lord are a tull Evidence of 
his divine Miſſion, and the Reaſoning of 
Nicodemus is concluſive even to a Demon- 
ſtration, We know that thou art a Teacher 
come frum God; for no Man can do the Works 
which thou doſt, except God be with him. 


CONCLUSION: 


Wu has been offer'd, will I hope in 
ſome Meaſure ſerve as an Antidote againſt 
the Poiſon of this pernicious Book; I had 
once ſome Thoughts of drawing forth ano- 
ther Argument in Defence of Chriſtianity, 
viz, the Accompliſhment of the Prophecies 
deliver'd in the New Teſtament : But as 
Mr: C---- has not thought fit to attack us 
in this Quarter, *twill be needleſs; and this 
Argument ſtands firm and unſhaken, - ” 
hs Orth 
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forth by Dr. Clark, and other learned De- 
feqgers of our Faith. is 
_ Tuaxxs are many other exceptionable _ 
Paſſages in this Author, particularly be- 
tween p. 13 and 20. where He repreſents 
< the Booßs of the New, Teſtament as oc- 
4 caſional Books, accidentally made Cano- 
4 nical, and not declar'd to be all Canoni- 
« cal, till the ſeventh Century.” Concer- 
ning which I ſhall only ſay, that tho” ſome 
private Perſons in the firſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity, out of Ignorance, Malice, or a cul- 
pable Curioſity, call'd in Queſtion /ome. of 
the now receiv d Canon of the New Teſta- 
ment, yet no National Church or Council 
ever refus'd to receive the whoſe. And 
the moſt conſiderable of the primitive Wri- 
ters, have left upon Record compleat Ca- 
talogues of the Canonical Books, which is 
the Standard we go by. | | 
Axp now after all, we may ſtand ſtill 
and wonder, what it is that can induce Men, 
after the many ſhameful Defeats they have 
had, ſtill to renew their feeble Attacks up- 
on Chriſtianity, a Religion ſo amiable 1 
it ſelf, and ſo well ſupported: Not to inſiſt 
upon the Purity of its Precepts, their Con- 
formity to the Divine Nature, and their 
Subſerviency to the publick Good of Many 
kind; I am ſure, I ſhall ſpeak the general 


Senſe Il the good and vertuous Men 

among ug if I call it the Source of all rati- 

| onal C t and ſolid Satisfaction. When 
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